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To Whom It May Concern,
	I am writing to express my interest in the Youth Development Specialist position with Revive Youth and Family. With over a decade of experience working with youth and young adults, I am looking to transition into a role that allows me to more directly support young people navigating complex challenges. This position aligns with both my professional background and my commitment to empowering youth through advocacy, accountability, and guidance.
Throughout my career, I have built strong, trusting relationships with young people and their families, often serving as a consistent source of encouragement and stability during challenging times. I bring extensive training in mandated reporting protocols and trauma-informed care, and I understand the importance of creating safe, affirming spaces where youth feel valued, heard, and supported. My work alongside local crisis centers, law enforcement, and victim advocacy programs has deepened my understanding of the unique challenges youth may face at the intersections of education, family life, and the justice system.
I am particularly drawn to this role because it emphasizes building meaningful connections and providing consistent guidance. In my work with young people, I focus on meeting each individual where they are—whether through one-on-one mentoring, facilitating group activities, or connecting them with supportive resources. I strive to create an affirming environment that fosters resilience, confidence, and self-advocacy. My background in education has equipped me with strong organizational and communication skills, as well as the ability to remain calm, empathetic, and solution-focused when guiding youth through challenges.
I am especially passionate about working with girls and LGBTQ+ youth, ensuring they have positive role models and a safe environment where they can explore their identities and build confidence. I would be honored to contribute my skills and dedication to your team and to support the mission of empowering young people to thrive.
Kindly,
	Lara Peterson
